
The First World War and the 

interwar period 

1914 – 1945

Theme 10

AndriiPastushenko

PhD in Historical Sciences, associative professor











Causes of World War I 

• State nationalisms 

• Competition over colonies and resources

• Alliance system – mutual obligations 

within each alliance 





Franz Ferdinand was killed 







The Schlieffen Plan

75 %



the First Battle of the Marne





The trench warfare 



Verdun Offensive in 1916



The Battle of the Somme in 1916







Blockade of the Central Powers



submarine (or U-boat) warfare



In May 1915, the Lusitania was torpedoed  



April 1917



February revolution in Russia in 1917



October revolution in 1917



The spring of 1918



Germany

<

Allies 





Strikes and mutinies in 1918 



November 11, 1918



consequences of World War I 



an influenza 

40 million 

killed



the Paris Peace Conference 

1919 – 1920



the Treaty of Versailles (June 1919)



Harsh reparations 



Germany suffered loss of territory 



Postwar German army was 
only 100 000



$ 32 billion 



Woodrow Wilson’ 14 points

• freedom of the seas

• arms reduction

• decolonization 

• self-determination of 

nations 

• The League of Nations



the League of Nations (1920)



New national states 













Some women got the right to vote





The Weimar Republic (1919–1933)



Communist uprising in 1919 Munich



The Nazi’s The Beer Hall Putsch in 
1923 Munich



Adolf Hitler 



Totalitarian and Authoritarian regimes 





Revolution of 1917 in Russia



Leon Trotsky                 Vladimir Lenin



Cheka



The New Economic Policy (NEP) 
(1921–1928)



Joseph Stalin 



Italy 



Benito Mussolini 









Prohibition 



1920



1929



The Economic crisis of 1929



The Ottoman Empire



Kemal Ataturk (1881–1938)



Persia 



Reza Khan (1878–1944)



North Africa 





Ibn Saud (1875–1953)





The Qing China 



Sun Yat-sen (1866–1925)

• nationalism 

• democracy 

• livelihood 



The Nationalist Party, or Kuomintang 
(KMT)



Yuan Shikai (1859–1916)



On May 4, 1919, in Tiananmen Square



Chiang Kai-shek (1887–1975)



The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
founded in 1921





1925 bill of rights 







India in 1916



The Indian National Congress



Amritsar in 1919



Mohandas Gandhi (1869–1948)

Satyagraha 



Latin America 

The United Fruit Company 



The Cuban-American Treaty of 1903 



The Americans occupied Haiti in 1915 



The Panama Canal in 1914



USA’s invasion of Mexico in 1916
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